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(In pursuance of the request for an Ayurvedic physician for
Shrimati Kasturba Gandhi (letter No. 91), Gandhiji had a talk with the
Inspector General of Prisons on the morning of ll-2-'44. He then
wrote out the following confirming what he had already told the jail
authorities.)
Detention Camp,
ll-2-'44
The responsibility for bringing in a non-allopath assistant
would be wholly mine and the Government shall stand absolved
'from responsibility for any untoward result following such
treatment. I am not sure that I shall accept the advice that such
Vaidyas or Hakims may give. But if I do and if the prescription
is ineffective, I would like to reserve the right to revert to
present treatment.
M. K. Gandhi
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Detention Camp,
February 14, 1944
IMMEDIATE
Sir,
I told you yesterday that Shri Kasturba was so bad during
the night that Dr. Nayyar got frightened and awakened
Dr. Gilder. I felt that she was going. The doctors were naturally
helpless. Dr. Nayyar had therefore to wake up the Superin-
tendent who kindly phoned the Vaidyaraj. It was then about
1 a.m. Had he been on the premises he would certainly have
given relief. I therefore asked you to let him stay at the camp
during the night. But you informed me the Government orders
did not cover night stay. The Vaidya however, you said, could
be called in during the night. I pointed out the obvious danger
of delay, but you were sorry the orders would not allow you to
go further. In vain I argued that the Government having given
the authority to call in Vaidyaraj on condition that I absolved
them from responsibility for any untoward result of the vaidic
treatment they could not contemplate any restriction on .the
duration of the physician's stay at the camp so long as it was
thought necessary in the interest of the patient. In view of your
rejection of my request, I had to trouble the Vaidyaraj to rest in
his car in front of the gate so that in case of need he might be
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